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Is  fleorgeflamr  a  nUte  knii^ 

or  jnst  another  tired  boreaneiat? 


“100  days  later,  Garver  looks  less  like  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  and 
more  like  Herbert  Hoover',  a  wdl-intentioned  but  morally  obtuse 
administrator  incapable  of  dealing  effectively  with  the  forces  rushing 


by  Giles  Corey 

Back  in  January  when  the 
new  school  board  mjgority 
took  office,  rehiring  George  G. 
Garver  as  superintendent  of 
Houston’s  public  schools,  Gar- 
ver’s  top  public  relations  flack 
predict^  the  ensuing  three 
months  would  be  like  “FDR’s 
first  100  days.” 

There  was  every  reason  to 
accept  the  suggestion  that  bold 
initiatives  would  be  undertaken 
and  heads  would  roU. 

A  black  doctor,  Mexican- 
American  lawyer  and  River 
.  Oaks  housewife,  all  committed 
to  Garver’s  rehiring  and,  pre¬ 
sumably  his  program,  were  on 
the  board,  replacing  three  unre- 
construct^ '  conservatives  and 
neutralizing  the  Rev.  D.  Leon 
Everett  11,  the  unpredictable 
black  preacher  who  joined  the 
conservatives  to  fire  Garver 
the  previous  August. 

But  now,  about  100  days 
later,  Garver  looks  less  like 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  and 
more  like  Herbert  Hoover,  a 
well-intentioned  but  morally 
obtuse  administrator  incapable 
of  dealing  effectively  with  the 
forces  rushing  at  and  beyond 
him. 

And  the  school  board-all  of 
its  members  backed  for  elec¬ 
tion  by  Citizens  for  Good 
Schools,  a  coalition  of  reform- 
ers-seems  less  than  united  be¬ 
hind  Garver’s  leadership,  either 
as  expressed  by  him  or  by  his 
chief  supporter  among  them, 
board  president  Eleanor  Tins¬ 
ley. 

At  the  first  regular  board 
meeting  after  Garver  was  re¬ 
hired,  two  of  the  major  issues 
still  hunting  Garver’s  adminis-  ' 
tration  surfaced. 

The  first  came  on  the  super¬ 
intendent’s  initiative:  It  was  his 
plan  to  retire  all  district  em¬ 
ployes  at  65  rather  than  the 
existing  policy  age,  70,  and  to 
dump  an  agreement  that  al¬ 
lowed  administrators  to  bar¬ 
gain  collectively  with  Garver 
on  wages  and  working  con¬ 
ditions,  as  well  as  educational 
policy. 


Garver  viewed  the  consulta¬ 
tion  agreement  as  the  last  bas¬ 
tion  of  strength  for  the  con¬ 
servative  administrators  who 
rose  throu^  the  ranks  during 
the  years  in  which  conservat- 
tives  dominated  .the  board.  So 
he  asked  the  board  to  help 
smash  that  internal  opposition 
by  announcing  it  would  not  re¬ 
new  the  agreement  when  it 
came  up  for  renewal  in  August. 

However,  in  a  clumsy  move, 
he  coupled  that  request  with 
one  for  lowering  the  retire¬ 
ment  age,  an  issue  that,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  agreement  still  in 
force,  should  have  been  negoti¬ 
ated  with  the  administrators 
first.  This  was  duly  jq)proyed 
by  ibe  board,  demonstrating 
to  all  administrators  that  the 
board’s  word  embodied  in  the 
agreement  was  meanin^ess. 

Later,  recognizing  the  incon¬ 
sistency,  the  board  “clarified” 
its  position:  It  merely  meant 
to  tell  administrators  that  the 
retirement  age  would  be  low¬ 
ered  after  the  agreement  ex¬ 
pired,  it  said  in  a  new  motion. 
Compounding  the  problem  was 
the  fact  that  one  of  the  agree¬ 
ment’s  key  provisions  was  a 
three-year  ongoing  contract  for 
the  administrators;  the  Hou¬ 
ston  Principals  AMOciation  in 
appealing  the  board’s  action  to 
the  State  Education  Commis¬ 
sioner,  said  the  new  retirement 
age  violated  the  three-year  con¬ 
tracts  of  those  65  or  over,  a 
point  which  the  commissioner, 
who  hasn’t  yet  ruled,  took 
under  advisement. 

Integration  Hearings 

All  this  is  instructive  mostly 
because  it  demonstrates  Gar¬ 
ver’s  moral,  or  at  least  tactical, 
myopia.  He  could  have  avoided 
much  of  the  hassle  by  follow¬ 
ing  the  agreement,  submitting 
the  retirement  age  to  negotia¬ 
tion;  and,  if  that  failed  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  workable  result,  he 
could  have  ultimately  recom¬ 
mended  the  lowered  age  after 
the  agreement  expired,  putting 


at  and  beyond  him  . . . .” 

the  onus  on  the  administrators 
for  failing  to  reach  a  com¬ 
promise  solution. 

While  he  was  alienating  the 
R^t  within  his  bureaucracy, 
Garver  was  evenhandedly  doing 
the  same  for  the  Left  outside  it. 

At  the  same  meeting  at 
which  the  superintendent  made 
his  recommendations  on  not 
renewing  the  administrators  a- 
greement  and  dropping  the  re¬ 
tirement  age,  the  Rev.  Bill 
Lawson  appeared  on  behalf  of 
the  Southern  Christian  Leader¬ 
ship  Conference  (SCLC)  to 
challenge  the  desegregatiqn  pol¬ 
icies  that  put  86  per  cent  of 
the  districts  black  students  in 
schools  80-100  per  cent  black 
and  brown. 

Lawson,  a  sli^t,  scholarly, 
usuetlly  soft-spoken  man  in 
volved  for  a  decade  in  attempts 
to  desegregate  the  schools  and 
the  city’s  public  accomoda¬ 
tions,  put  it  on  the  line  in  a 
Manifesto  he  presented  for 
SCLC: 

The  districts  pupils  are 
mostly  segregated  and  likely  to 
remain  so,  he  said.  The  only 
integration  that  exists  is  of 
teachers,  two-thirds  of  whom 
are  white  and  one-third  black 
in  all  schools.  Because  of  an 
agreement  between  the  district 
and  the  Houston  Teachers  As¬ 
sociation,  the  white  teachers 
in  black  schools  are  the  young¬ 
est  and  most  inexperienced, 
while  the  bulk  of  aggressive. 


younger  black  teachers  are  sent 
to  white  schools. 

Because  there  aren’t  enough 
strong  black  teachers  in  black 
schools,  Lawson  said  discipline 
is  breaking  down  there.  Clubs 
and  organizations  are  disinte¬ 
grating,  he  asserted,  because 
white  teachers  won’t  stay  after 
school  to  sponsor  them. 

Lawson  said  in  the  absence 
of  pupil  integration,  faculties 
and  principals  in  schools  with 
largely  black  enrollments 
should  be  mostly  black,  resur¬ 
recting  a  request  made  monthsi 
before  by  Rev.  Everett  and 
ignored  by  his  colleagues  on 
the  board.  He  demanded,  as  a 
begiiming,  a  board  hearing  de¬ 
voted  to  desegregation  prob¬ 
lems. 

The  district  stalled  at  first, 
then  agreed  to  the  hearing  but 
refused  to  make  clear  what  it 
would  be  about  (the  press 
release  issued  by  Garver  made 
a  fuzzy  reference  to  improving 
education  and  didn’t  mention 
integration)  or  to  give  it  neces¬ 
sary  publicity. 

Then,  when  1,100  people- 
mostly  blacks  and  browns— 
filled  the  auditorium  at  Hous¬ 
ton  Technical  Institute,  Ms. 
Tinsley  grandly  introduced  the 
meeting  as  the  board’s  first 
integration  hearing  since  1956. 

Later,  she  responded  by 
turning  down  Lawson’s  request 
at  the  hearing  that  an  im¬ 
partial  committee  be  formed 


“Most  baffling  is  why  Garver  is  piddling  away  his  prestige  this  way, 
offering  shoddy  recommendatations  that  lack  the  fresh  data  the 
board  needs  to  decide  such  questions. . . .” 
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“TTiere  wasn’t  a  dry  eye  in  the  hearing,  and  it  didn’t  seem  the  board  would  be  disposed  to  junk  the  program 
with  such  strong  support  from  parents.  Carver  has  yet  to  make  a  recommendation  on  the  subject. . . .” 


to  study  the  district’s  integra¬ 
tion  problems.  And  she  said 
another  request,  that  the  dis- 
ixict  refuse  to  do  business  with 
employers  who  discriminate 
racially  in  their  hiring  practices, 
couldn’t  be  met  because  “we 
are  bound  by  state  law  to  take 
the  lowest  bid  consistent  with 
specifications.” 

The  daily  papers  seized  on 
this  with  a  vengeance,  demand¬ 
ing  to  know  what  state  law. 
No  state  law,  said  the  board’s 
lawyer  and  its  business  mana¬ 
ger.  Finally,  board  attorney 
Harry  Patterson,  who  said  he 
wasn’t  consulted  about  the 
matter  previously,  decided  af¬ 
ter  a  review  of  the  case  law 
that  the  state  courts  probably 
would  sustain  Ms.  Tinsley’s 
position,  althou^  he  couldn’t 
say  for  sure  because  that  point 
had  never  been  ruled  on  in  Tex¬ 
as. 

At  the  next  board  meeting, 
labor  lawyer  David  T.  Lopez, 
who  is  hewing  out  for  himself 
a  role  as  the  board’s  conscience, 
moved  that  the  district  include 
in  bid  specifications  the  re¬ 
quirement  that  firms  not  dis¬ 
criminate.  It  passed  overwhelm- 

in^y. 

Most  tarnished  in  the  affair 
were  Ms.  Tinsley  and  Carver’s 
administration,  which  supplied 
her  with  the  data  on  which  the 
position  paper  response  had 
been  based.  They  looked  in¬ 
sensitive  and  morally  calloused. 

Reading  Qinics  and  Qothing 
Allowances 

Carver’s  leadership  seemed 
to  be  faltering  in  other  di¬ 
rections.  He  had  earlier  com¬ 
missioned  a  report  that  came 
to  the  apparently  preordained 
conclusion  that  the  district’s 
.‘eading  clinics  cost  too  much 
and  weren’t  effective,  leaked 
word  of  it  at  a  public  meeting 
and  announced  that  an  en¬ 
trenched  bmreaucracy  would 
oppose  its  abolition. 

The  entrenched  bureaucracy 
did  better  than  that:  it  mobil¬ 
ized  scores  of  parents  who 
painfully  told  how  their  other¬ 
wise  normal  children  had  failed 
in  school  because  they  couldn’t 
read.  Finally,  when  their  percept 
iial  and  other  problems  were  di- 
agnos^  (many  of  the  children 
reversed  letters,  for  example)  and 
they  were  admitted  to  the  one- 


to-one  relationship  in  the  read¬ 
ing  clinics,  the  cmldren  learned 
to  read,  succeeded  in  school  and 
their  entire  outlook  changed,  par¬ 
ents  said. 

There  wasn't  a  dry  eye  in  the 
hearing,  and  it  didn’t  seem  the 
board  would  be  disposed  to 
junk  the  program  with  such 
strong  support  from  parents. 
Carver  has  yet  to  make  a  re¬ 
commendation  on  the  subject. 

There  are  other  examples  of 
Carver’s  failures,  but  perheqjs 
the  crowning  one  is  his  recom¬ 
mendation  against  providing  a 
clothing  allowance  for  poor 
children  as  an  emergency  mea¬ 
sure  to  keep  them  in  school. 

The  Houston  Welfare  Ri^ts 
Organization  has  been  pushing 
the  district  for  more  than  a 
year  to  provide  clothes  money 
out  of  its  federal  Title  I  funds. 

At  first  the  district  said  the 
funds  couldn’t  be  used  that 
way.  Not  so,  said  the  WRO 
ladies  Vista  lawyer  who 
showed  that  regulations  al¬ 
lowed  it  and  other  districts 
were  doing  it.  Then  Lopez 
asked  Carver,  at  the  board’s 
February  meeting,  to  come 
up  with  a  recommendation  by 
the  March  meeting  on  the  clo¬ 
thing  allowance. 

Carver  didn’t  make  that 
deadline,  but  for  the  April  10 
meeting  he  is  urging  the  board 
not  to  spend  its  federal  money 
for  the  clothing  allowance  and 
use  it  instead  for  educational 
needs. 

His  reasoning,  while  fallaci¬ 
ous,  is  instructive:  How  will 
I  explain  to  parents  of  poor 
children  who  aren’t  eligible 
for  Title  I  assistance  why  they 
can’t  have  an  allowance  too? 
he  asked  bureaucratically. 

The  rules  permit  using  the 
money  for  clothing  under  cer¬ 
tain  circumstances.  Carver  ad¬ 
mitted,  but  no  other  Texas 
district  is  doing  it.  The  dis¬ 
trict’s  that  provide  clothing  out 
of  Title  I  funds  are  in  northern 
cities  where  the  climate  is 
harsher.  (Probably  more  to  the 
point,  where  Welfare  Rights 
groups  are  stronger.) 

Carver  said  he  didn’t  have 
any  idea  how  many  children 
miss  school  because  they  lack 
clothes. 

And  he  didn’t  try  to 
find  out. 


But  he  confidently  asserted 
that  fills  is  a  problem  for  the 
State  Welfare  Department,  ig¬ 
noring  the  fact  that  the  welfare 
budget  is  strapped  by  a  consti¬ 
tutional  ceiling  and  can’t  pos¬ 
sibly  provide  emeigency  clo¬ 
thing. 

une  welfare  caseworker 
quoted  in  the  Houston  Chron¬ 
icle  said  80  to  90  per  cent  of 
the  families  she  serves  have 
children  who  miss  school  at 
one  time  or  another  because 
they  don’t  have  proper  clothes. 
But  Carver  didn’t  check  with 
the  Welfare  Department. 

The  case  seems  so  incon¬ 
trovertible  that  Lopez,  who  is 
offering  a  counter  recommend¬ 
ation  to  provide  the  allowance, 
is  probably  again  assured  of  a 
board  majority,  with  perhaps 
only  Ms.  Tinsley  in  Carver’s 
lonely  camp. 

Most  baffling  is  why  Carver 
is  piddling  away  his  prestige  in 
this  way,  offering  shoddy  re¬ 
commendations  that  lack  the 
firesh  data  the  board  needs  to 
decide  such  questions  and 
lumping  himself  with  the  con¬ 
servatives  who  opposed  other 
welfare  frills  like  free  kinder¬ 
garten  and  free  lunches. 

Perhaps  he  is  not,  despite 
the  cause  celebre  generated  by 
his  firing  last  August,  a  white 


knight  or  embattled  tearless 
leader  but  instead  a  rather 
limited  educational  bureaucrat, 
trying  to  run  the  Houston 
district  as  if  it  is  little  Walled 
Lake,  Mich.,  from  which  he 
came. 

The  jury  is  still  out,  but  it 
must  be  wondering. 

MeanwhDe,  virtually  all  the 
moral  leadership  comes  from 
the  board-Lopez,  Dr.  Leonard 
Robbins,  Dr.  Herman  Barnett 
and  Ceorge  Oser  being  the 
most  sensitive  to  such  ques¬ 
tions. 

So  far  the  board  is  still 
hedging  on  pupil  integration. 
While  it  is  leaving  blacks  mostly 
segregated  and  using  Mexican- 
Americans  as  surrogate  whites 
in  22  elementary  schools  paired 
by  court  order,  it  is  going  to 
have  a  hard  time  getting  fiie 
support  in  the  minority  com¬ 
munity  for  its  fight  against 
the  seccession  of  the  white 
island  Westheimer  School  Dis¬ 
trict,  which  will,  if  not  blocked 
by  the  courts  or  the  State 
Education  Commissioner,  take 
23  square  miles  in  west  Hou¬ 
ston  and  12,000  students  (a- 
bout  90  per  cent  of  them 
white)  fit>m  the  Houston  dis¬ 
trict. 

Indeed,  if  the  board  can’t 
do  something  to  seize  the  com¬ 
munity’s  imagination  and  move 
its  conscience  on  integration, 
the  blacks  and  brovms  may 
decide  to  take  a  cue  from  the 
Westheimer  advocates. 

There  are  already  rumblings 
from  Mexican-Americans  about 
petitioning  to  create  a  district 
that  would  include  the  rich 
industrial  area  along  the  Hou¬ 
ston  Ship  Channel.  Those  in¬ 
dustries  now  don’t  even  pay 
taxes  but  offer  a  payment 
in  lieu  of  taxes;  but  you  can 
be  sure  a  new  district  would 
change  that  and  force  a  tax 
payment,  perhaps  a  rather  high 
one. 

Blacks  could  petition  to  take 
the  downtown  area,  with  all  its 
hi^-priced  real  estate.  Tax 
money  from  that  would  offer 
far  more  enrichment  for 
schools  in  an  inner  city  dis¬ 
trict  than  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  or  Houston  district  would 
ever  provide. 

That  would  leave  the  fleeing 
whites  in  their  suburban-style 
enclaves,  where  they  could  tax 
themselves  poor  and  then  maybe 
^ply  for  Title  I  Federal  aid. 


“Indeed,  if  the  board  can’t  do  something  to  seize  the  community’s 
imagination  and  move  its  conscience  on  integration,  the  blacks  and 
browns  may  decide  to  take  a  cue  from  the  Westheimer  advocates. . . .” 
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by  Alex  Stem 

It’s  5:04  and  Steve  Edwards 
is  telling  Lawrence  Foster  that 
he  “must  be  some  sort  of  Wun- 
derkind”  (Steve  is  so  Continent¬ 
al.)  Channel  13  has  something 
about  Mexican  peasants,  but  1 
zip  ri^t  on  by.  I’m  interested 
only  m  the  news. 

Only  5:06  and  Steve  Smith 
is  having  technical  troubles 
over  on  Channel  2.  He’s  looking 
right  at  me  and  asking  if  he’s  on 
the  air.  I  feel  a  sudden  surge  of 
power.  They  cut  to  a  commercial, 
but  the  commercial  has  techni¬ 
cal  troubles,  too. 

Unfortunately,  one  has  to  go 
past  the  UHF  a  lot  to  get  back 
to  Steve  Edwards-and“T  Love 
Lucy”  is  on.  I  barely  peek. 

I  barely  peak,  too,  at  Chris 
Chandler  on  26.  He  talks  too 
fast. 

At  exactly  5:08,  Edwards  is 
saying  that  he  just  happens  (hah, 
htii)  to  have  (hah)  a  clip  from 
(hah,  hah,  hah)  Alexander  JVel^ 
sky  which  Foster  is  on  the  show 
to  play.  L£^:  hah,  hah.  They 
play  the  clip.  Hah.  The  peasants 
from  Nevsky  look  nothing  like 
those  on  Channel  13.  It’s  5:13. 

Could  this  be  the  one  episode 
of  “I  Love  Lucy  that  I’ve  never 
seen? 

5:15,  and  Steve  Smith’s  trou¬ 
bles  are  over.  And  I’m  pretty 
sure  I  have  seen  the  “I  Love 
Lucy”  before-or  was  it  just 
anotoer  caper  involving  a  w^ 

Edwards  s^s  he’s  getting 
ready  to  ask  Foster  wout  rock 
and  roll,  but  first  a  commerciaL 
5:16. 


talking  about  the  weather 
(^lastly).  Tomorrow  Steve  is 
going  to  have  a  feature  about  the 
new  Channel  2  studio.  Lucy  et 
aL  are  reconcOed;  I’m  sure  I’ve 
seen  it. 


Steve  Smith’s  troubles  are  not 
over:  he’s  playing  some  network 
feed  about  a  new  Army  camp. 

It’s  yawn-time,  and  5:17. 

Channel  13  finally  identifies 
itself:  it’s  something  called 
“High  Chi^arral.”  Channel  26 
is  jiist  not  up  to  any  production 
values-maybe  that’s  why  poor 
Chris  talks  so  fast. 

Ray  Miller  is  doing  a  voice¬ 
over  on  Channel  2,  something 
like  one  of  those  “Eyes  of 
Texas”  sequences.  This  one’s 
an  interview  with  a  man  named 
Ron  Kuhlman.  He  drives  a  pick¬ 
up  truck.  I’ve  never  heard  of  him- 
but  Chaimel  2’s  own  film  is  cer¬ 
tainly  well-edited.  That  network 
stuff  was  shit. 

5:20.  Lucy  and  Ethel  are  plot¬ 
ting.  I  must  have  seen  it. 

6:22.  Steve  and  Larry  are  dy¬ 
ing,  United  Arab  Republic,  dying. 
But  “Hi^  Chaparral”  is  having 
some  sort  of  dramatic  climax,  i 
watch  only  until  5:24,  at  which 
time  Ethel  and  Lucy  are  still 
plotting.  Ethel  seems  to  be  wear- 
mg  a  buckskin  dress.  How  could 
I  have  forgotten  that? 

6:26.  Commercials  across  the 
board. 

5:27,  and  Steve  Smith  starts 


Larry  says  goodbye  to  Steve 
and  Steve  says  goodbye  to  Larry, 
and  that’s  that.  5:28 

Commercials,  commercials  and 
more  commercials— then  John 
Chancellor  wishes  me  a  hapw 
spring,  and  we’re  off.  It’s  5:31. 

On  13,  Howard  K.  Smith  enters 
the  fray.  On  11,  Walter  Cronkite. 

Walther’s  talking  about  the  old 
and  the  new  Muskie,  both  of 
whom  seem  to  be  in  Chicago  at 
5:32.  Howard  has  some  footage 
on  the  latest  bombinp  in  Belfast, 
including  a  few  shots  of  bloody 
corpses.  It’s  5:33-6:33  in  New 
York,  which  means  cocktails. 

For  sure,  no  one’s  going  to  be 
eating. 

Same  story  with  John,  but 
no  blood.  Howard  yields  the 
floor  to  a  long  commercial  about 
beautiful  service  stations.  At  5:34 
Walter  is  replaced  by  Ike  Pappas, 
who  is  telling  me  somethii^  about 
about  Mayor  Daley.  Ike  Pappas 
looks  like  Mayor  Daley. 

5:35.  Frank  Tomlinson  is  on 
13  with  a  Supreme  Court  report. 
Arthur  Goldbei^  walks  across  a 
street,  smiling  foolishly  at  the 
camera.  Howard  comes  back  and 
t^lks  about  the  ITT  mess.  So 
does  John  (5:37).  Walter  too 
(6:38).  Oh  well,  it  could  be 
Howard  Hu^es. 

Edmund  Brown,  Jr.,  is 
filing  suit  in  California  on 
Channel  11.  The  suit  involves 
either  the  ITT  case  or  the  Alaska 
pipeline.  Maybe  both. 

At  5:39,  Howard  reports  that 
Nixon  went  to  NYC,  and  then 
Nixon  himself  tells  me  something 
about  “Public  Enemy  Number 
One.”  Except  who  it  is.  Angela? 
No,  she’s  locked  up.  Surely  he 
is  not  going  to  start  talking  about 


Agnew.  Someone  has  arthritis, 
but  maybe  it’s  only  a  commer¬ 
cial. 

At  5:43  Walter  finally  tells  me 
about  the  bombings  in  Ireland.  I 
just  can’t  get  it  up  to  see  if 
there’s  any  blooo.  I’m  wonder¬ 
ing  if  Dick  VairDyke  is  really 
g^g  to  commit  suicide  or  if  he 
Just  forgot  to  pick  up  Laura’s 
dress  at  the  cleaners.  Uh  oh, 
Walter  says  there’s  trouble  in 
Cambodia.  Too.  Again? 

I  can’t  check, on  Dick 
VanDyke:  ABC  just  took  off  for 
the  first  time  tonight  A  report 
from  Japan.  Harry  Reasoner  is 
meeting  Prime  Minister  Sato. 
There  are  lights  everywhere. 
Reasoner  and  Sato  sit  down  in 
two  overstuffed  chairs  -  I  recog¬ 
nize  those  slip-covers.  They  are 
smiling  at  all  the  cameras  and 
li^ts  and  not  looking  at  each 
other.  Has  Harry  become  our 
ambassador  to  Japsm?  They’re 
still  smiling  at  the  li^ts.  They 
both  stand  up  and  uake  hands. 


the  Borigans.  Oh  hell,  it’s  drugs. 

Dick  VanDyke  at  5:40,  only 
in  passing.  Dick  claims  he’s  go¬ 
ing  to  km  himself.  Take  drugs, 
Dick. 

Howard  looks  tired,  but  Secret 
Secret  Service  men  were  assigned 
today  to  Muskie  and  McGovern. 
5:41. 

Channel  2.  Still  John.  Mayor 
Daley  did  something.  So  did 


No  wonder  Japan  is  upset:  China 
China  got  Kissinger  and  Nixon, 
for  god’s  sake,  and  Japan 
gets  Harry  Reasoner.  Hold  out 
for  Cronkite. 

Back  to  11.  The  Supreme 
Court  -  something  about  capi¬ 
tal  punishment.  Attica  again. 

A  guard  says  that  trouble  there 
is  worse  than  ever.  5:46.  Ha^ 
is  replaced  on  13  by  something 
about  Bangladesh. 

At  5:48  on  Channel  2,  some 
woman  is  taking  drugs.  Is  this 
a  commercial? 

Some  people  on  13  are  sing¬ 
ing  about  domg  a  lot  for  Ameri¬ 
ca.  It  turns  out  to  be  a  Savings 
and  Loan  association  promo¬ 
tional.  At  5:50  Howard  comes 
back  with  a  report  from  Alaska. 

Nixon  seems  to  be  making  it 
very  clear  that  he  is  speaking  to 
the  citizenry  of  New  Y  ork 
State  (not  uty).  Gracious 
west.  Then  at  5:51,  he  goes 
back  home  on  Channel  2.  In 
Washington  he  shows  packets  of 
heroin  to  ether  administration 
leaders.  Why  are  these  people 

*"'lt’8^:54  and  13  is  telling  me 
something  about  safe  cars.  And 
then  someone  is  trying  to  com¬ 
municate  with  the  dead  via  tele¬ 
vision.  No-wait  a  minute-that’s 
the  deaf.  Whew. 

Dick  is  explaining  life  to 
Laura.  Bless  you,  Dick. 

At  5:55  John  starts  talking 
about  the  Penn  Central  auction. 
Seems  they’re  selling  off  the 
railroad  museum  collection. 

Meanwhile,  Howard  is  deliver¬ 
ing  a  warning.  And  Walter  says 
t^t  someone  had  a  wreck. 

5:56.  John  is  fading  out,  to  be 
replaced  by  some  woman  who 
has  age  spots.  At  least  she  says 
^e  has  age  spots. 

5:67.  Chanel  11.  “That’s 


the  way  it  is.”  I  resist  the  con¬ 
clusion.  That’s  not  the  way  it  is, 
but  then  I  have  so  little  time  to 
resist  before  Larry  Rasco  shows 
up  on  2.  6:00. 

Larry  starts  off  about  the 
weather  (still  ghastly).  So  does 
13.  There’s  a  tornado  running 
around  somewhere. 

Dick  John  and  “Newswatch 
11.”  Dick  is  ignoring  the  weather 
and  tall^g  about  a  captain  who 
has  resign^  firom  the  ^erifTs 
department.  And  there’s  Buster 
Keam,  Sheriff;  he  doesn’t  like  it 
at  all. 

6:02.  On  13,  Chief  Short 
doesn’t  like  it  either.  No,  it’s 
something  else  he  doesn’t  like. 

The  policeman  who  struck  a 
prisoner  (in  front  of  a  Post 
reporter,  sadly  enou^)  will  be 
suspended. 

6:04.  Ron  Kershaw  on  13 
is  reporting  on  trouble  at 
WUluuns  Junior-Senior  Hi^ 
School.  Quite  nervy.  A  report 
on  the  Westheimer  school  dis¬ 
trict  secession  (Channel  2)  is 
dradly  dull. 

6:07,  Chaimel  13.  Gov^or 
Smith  is  calling  for  a  special 
session  of  the  legislature.  On 
11,  Herman  Short  is  still  justify¬ 
ing  the  policeman  as  a  man  who 
react^  “as  any  human  being 
would.” 

What  is  happening  on  Channe 
39?  There’s  some  blonde  who 
knows  magic-but  it’s  not  the 
other  one.  You  know,  the  one 
with  the  nose.  I  don’t  imder- 
stand.  It’s  6:11. 

Some  awful  woman  is  talking 
on  2;  I  can’t  watch  her. 

An  ambulance  has  turned 
over  on  Channel  13,  at  6:13.  And 
the  Commissioner’s  Court  is 
hiqipening  on  2. 1  can’t  watch 
that  either. 

That  man  is  leaving  the  ShCT- 
ifTs  department  again  -  this  time 
on  13  -  and  I  decide  not  to  stick 
around  to  see  if  Buster  still  feels 
the  same.  At  6:16,  Channel  11, 

I  hear  the  first  vawely  news  item 
in  ei^t  minutes:“Tab  has  only 
two  calories  per  glass.” 

Someone’s  on  drugs  on  2;  he 
has  no  words  for  yoimg  people. 

6:16,  and  13  is  off  into  q;>orts 
news.  At  6:17,  Ted  Groves  on  11 
follows  suit.  His  opening  story, 
however,  brings  back  Arthur 


Goldberg.  Arthur  mumbles  a  bit, 
but  at  least  he’s  wiped  that  grin 
off.  ' 

Channel  39.  The  blonde  is  now 
playing  the  drums  in  a  band. 
Everyone  looks  at  the  camera  a 
lot. 

6:21.  Channel  2  is  back  to 
weather.  So  is  13. 11  sticks  with 
sports  until  6:24,  and  then 
c^itulates. 

So  do  I. 


(Next  week:  the  esthetics  of 
television  news). 
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Sissy  Farenthtdd 
takes  on  the  issues 
and  the  race 
for  governor 
with  spirit 
and  intelligence. 


by  Victoria  Smith 

For  many,  virtually  every  electoral  race  has 
its  “lesser  evil,”  to  one  degree  or  another. 
This  almost  uniform  characteristic  of  elect¬ 
oral  politics  is  most  pronounced  on  the 
federal  level,  especially  in  a  presidential 
dection  —  thoii^  there  were  those  of  us 
who  refused  to  elevate  Hubert  Humphrey 
even  to  the  lowly  heights  of  lesser  evildom 
and  shuimed  the  polls  in  1968. 

But  it  happens  at  all  levels  of  goverrunent, 
time  after  time,  producing  ah  increasingly 
alienated  and  cynical  electorate. 

Texas  voters  have  particular  reason  to  feel 
alienated  and  cynical  from  the  electoral 
process,  and  those  who  don’t  either  lack 
even  the  most  primitive  awareness  of  state 
and  local  government,  or  have  some  silly 
axe  to  grind.  That  famous  voter  registration 
slogan,  “If  you  don’t  vote,  don’t  bitch,” 
can  sound  pretty  hollow  echoing  through  a 
Texas  polling  booth,  as  one  grudgingly  casts 
a  vote  for  his  or  her  chosen  lesser  eviL 

Once  in  a  rare  while,  however,  a  candidate 
comes  along  who  seems  to  offer  an  actua^ 
choice  within  the  confines  of  the  dectoi^ 
system.  Those  who  have  eyed  with  suspicion 
such  celebrated  liberal  alternatives  as  Ralph 
Yarborou^  and  Fred  Hofheinz  are  now 
hard  put  to  cast  the  same  ^ance  at  State 
Rep.  Frances  Farenthold,  candidate  for  the 
Democratic  nomination  for  governor.  She 
may  be  called  impractical,  unrealistic,  im¬ 
patient  or  naive  in  her  firm  belief  that  de¬ 
mocracy  can  actually  work.  But  a  lesser 
evil?  It  just  doesn’t  fit. 

For  example,  a  radical  black  community 
organizing  group  in  Austin  called  the  Com¬ 
munity  United  Front  recently  distributed 
an  interview  one  of  its  members  conducted 
with  Farenthold,  accompamed  by  the  state¬ 
ment  that: 

“It  is  not  the  common  practice  of  the 
Community  United  Front  to  spend  too 
much  time  working  with  electoral  politics. 
In  general,  we  find  that  people  in  piositions 
of  power  rarely  pay  any  attention  to  the 
interests  of  poor  and  working  people,  so  we 
haven’t  seen  fit  to  pay  too  much  attention 
to  them.  Occasionally,  however,  somebody 
running  for  office  catches  our  attention  be¬ 
cause  he  or  she  demonstrates  through  her 
practices  that  she  is  anti-repression,  and  in 
favor  of  giving  poor  people  the  absolutely 
minimal  ri^ts  promised  to  them  even  by 
the  capitalist  system. 

“Sissy  Farenthold  cau^t  our  attention 
that  way .... 

Despite  her  eleventh  hour  decision  to 
run,  Farenthold  has  cau^t  the  attention 
of  a  remarkable  cross  section  of  Texans, 
fiom  disa'^fected  yoimg  people  (including 
some  who  identify  with  counterculture  or 
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radical  politics),  to  organized  labor,  to 
women’s  liberation  proponents,  to  stuffy 
liberals  (and  the  gushy  ones,  too),  to  some 
perplexed  and  angry  conservative  types,  to 
the  state’s  news  media. 

The  Farenthold  forces  are  not  particular¬ 
ly  coherent,  unified  or  even  definable,  and 
the  only  real  test  of  their  strength  wiU  come 
when  the  May  6  primary  returns  are  count¬ 
ed.  But  Farenthold  sees  new  coalitions,  new 
combinations  of  support  forming  around 
the  type  of  candidacy  she  offers. 

“1972  can  be  a  new  ballgame,”  she  in¬ 
sisted  earnestly  in  an  interview  I  conducted 


with  her  recently.  “The  new  voter  registra¬ 
tion  law,  the  newly  enfranchized,  the  new 
awareness  on  the  part  of  women  but  it’s 
more  than  that ....  Hard  hats  shaking 
hands  at  the  Tyler  airport,  the  woman  run¬ 
ning  a  good  restaurant  in  Beaumont,  people 
who  in  many  ways  wouldn’t  share  my  kind 
of  political  ideology  —  which  I  don’t  want 
to  back  out  on;  I  think  there’s  been  so  much 
manipulation,  you  know.  I’ll  either  stand 
or  fall  on  what  I  say,  but  I’m  going  to  say 
it.” 

And  say  it  she  does,  with  an  astounding  ^  i 
straight-forwardness.  She  does  not  equivocate" ; 
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14  :  SPACE  CITY! 


on  such  issues  as  abortion  reform  (“I  am  a 
Roman  Catholic,  but  whatever  my  feelings 
might  be  personally  on  abortion,  my  public 
position  is  that  it  is  a  private  matter,  it  is 
up  to  the  woman,  period”),  decriminaliza¬ 
tion  of  marijuana  (as  a  state  representative, 
she  co-sponsored  a  bill  to  make  marijuana 
possession  a  misdemanor,  with  a  maximum 
penalty  of  seven  days  in  jail.  “And  it  was  c 
just  mutilated  in  the  House,”  she  adds), 
state-financed  child  care  centers  (which  she 
has  pushed  for  some  time),  the  importance 
of  seating  students  on  university  boards  of 
regents,  the  need  for  a  corporate  profits 
tax  and  the  Equal  Legal  Right  Amendment 
(she  co-sponsored  the  bill).  She  has  made  it 
clear,  as  much  through  legislation  she  has 
introduced  into  the  House  during  her  two 
terms  there  as  through  her  campaign 
speeches,  that  her  strong  sympathies  lie 
with  the  poor  and  the  powerless. 

Farenthold  considers  herself  very  much 
a  reform  candidate  rmd  has  on  numerous 
occasion  criticized  her  opponents,  particul¬ 
arly  Gov.  Preston  Smith  and  Lt.  Gov.  Ben 
Barnes,  for  employing  the  rhetoric  of  re¬ 
form  in  their  campaigns  when  she  says, 
their  records  indicate  something  quite 
different.  “Think  of  tire  promises  that  are 
made!”  she  exclaimed.  “That’s  what  dis¬ 
tresses  me  ri^t  now,  is  that  I  think  reform 
has  almost  been  made  a  mockery  of.  Every¬ 
body’s  a  reformer  now.  Everybody’s  for  day 
care,  everyone  is  for  students.  But  where 
was  that  legislation  last  January  or  Febru¬ 
ary  of  1971,  when  we  could  have  done 
something?  No  where  around.” 

It’s  a  peculiar  thing,  but  when  Sissy 
Farenthold  says  she  is  distressed,  you  just 
know  that  she  really  is  distressed,  down  to 
the  very  core.  That  slippery,  psuedo-sincerity 
characteristic  of  most  politicians  is  non¬ 
existent  in  this  woman.  (And  I  should  point 
out  here  that  nothing  in  this  article  should 
be  construed  as  a  Space  City!  endorsement 
of  Farenthold  for  governor.  I  am  simply 
trying  to  record  my  observations  of  her  and 
to  analyze  my  distinct  impression  that  she 
is  radically  different  from  any  politician, 
male  or  female,  I  have  encountered.) 

The  central  issues  in  Farenthold ’s  cam¬ 
paign,  however,  seem  to  revolve  around  the 
problems  of  what  she  calls  the  disintegration 
of  state  government,  the  betrayals  of  public 
trust  by  hi^  elected  officials,  the  excessive 
power  of  those  officials,  their  use  of  public 
office  as  “collateral”  for  private  gain.  In 
short,  the  question  of  honesty  and  ethics 
in  state  government.  Fsuenthold  is  an' 
attorney,  a  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Texas  law  school,  and  from  1963  to  1967 
die  served  on  various  human  relations  pro¬ 
jects  in  her  home  town  of  Corpus  Christi, 
including  two  years  as  director  of  the  local 
Legal  Aid  Society.  She  describes  those 
years  with  the  L^al  Aid  Society  as  a  “soul¬ 
searing  experience,”  because  of  the  frustra¬ 
tions  she  encountered  in  trying  to  help  her 
clients,  who  were  generally  poor,  with  no 
other  place  to  turn. 

She  said  that  when  she  first  ran  for  the 
legislature  in  1968,  she  had  assumed  that 
she  would  be  able  to  work  for  welfare  re¬ 
form.  “Well,  that  was  before  I  got  to  Austin 
and  found  out  what  the  system  was  I  was 
hitting  up  there.” 

She  then  proceeded  to  lay  out  her  leglis- 
tative  history  —  a  series  of  hard-fought. 


solitary  battles  (most  of  them  resulting  in 
defeat),  of  thwarted  attempts  to  commun¬ 
icate  with  higher  officials,  of  frustration,  of 
disillusionment.  She  sounded  tired  as  she 
spoke  and  at  first,  I  thought  she  had  just 
had  a  hard  day,  or  that  she  had  told  the 
story  so  many  times  it  bored  her  a  little. 

But  soon  I  d^ided  that  the  whole  thing 
just  depressed  her  immensely,  that  she  was 
dead  serious  about  her  work  in  the  legislat¬ 
ure,  that  she  believes  so  strongly  in  the 
democratic  ideal  that  the  current,  formidable 
reality  of  Texas  government  makes  no  sense 
to  her.  Yet  she  is  quite  lucid  when  she  dis¬ 
cusses  what  she  considers  the  bases  of  the 
problems  in  state  government. 

Farenthold  said  that  the  Sharpstown 
banking  bill  scandal,  the  reports  of  which 
were  just  beginning  to  reach  the  public  dur¬ 
ing  the  first  few  weeks  of  her  second  term 
in  the  House,  illuminated  for  her  “the  very 
crux  of  our  problem  in  state  government, 
this  merging  of  the  public  and  private  in¬ 
terests,  this  use  of  public  office  as  collateral.” 
Thus  began  Farenthold’s  well-known  battle 
to  establish  an  impartial  investigating  com¬ 
mittee  to  look  into  the  banking  bill  question. 

This  escalated  into  a  semi-organized 
(and,  under  the  circumstances,  rather  im¬ 
politic)  challenge  of  the  power  of  the  House 
Speaker,  at  that  time  Rep,  Gus  Mutscher, 
who  h2ts  since  fallen  to  what  one  would 
hope  is  his  political  death  in  an  Abilene 
courtroom.  Reflecting  on  the  fi^t,  Faren¬ 
thold  bemoaned  the  legislature’s  character¬ 
istic  failure  to  act  “when  it  could  have  done 
something.”  But,  she  added,  while  “that 
was  a  long  and  bruising  battle,  I  felt  that 
that  priority  was  there,  and  time  just 
strengthens  that  conviction.  Strengthens 
it.” 

Out  of  this  struggle  came  the  reform- 
minded  “Dirty  Thirty,”  a  vocal  minority, 
and,  Farenthold  said,  “We  saw  what  I  call 
the  seeds  of  reform,  and  a  growing  aware¬ 
ness  on  our  part,  the  rank  and  file  legislators. 
There  are  150  of  us,”  she  added,  “and  be¬ 
lieve  it,  it’s  only  a  favored  few  that  are  in 
this  ‘ruling  class’  or  whatever  you  want  to 
call  it.” 

Before  the  end  of  the  session,  the  Dirty 
Thirty  launched  into  such  issues  as  appro¬ 
priations,  taxation  and  redistricting.  Al¬ 
though  Farenthold’s  original  plans  at  the 
beginning  of  the  session  included  heavy 
emphasis  on  child  care  and  pollution  control, 
much  of  her  energy  went  into  an  attempt  at 
House  cleaning.  As  she  stated  in  one  of  her 
speeches,  “When  the  stench  of  corruption 
and  greed  and  self-serving  profitrtaking  no 
longer  prevails  in  Austin,  then  the  problems 
of  the  people  can  be  met.” 

Knowing  that  the  seeds  of  reform  had 
been  sown,  but  not  yet  reaped,  Farenthold 
entered  the  governor’s  race,  but  only,  she 
says,  after  Ralph  Yarborough  decided  not 
to  run  for  the  office.  She  has  repeatedly 
emphasized  that  had  she  been  able  to  support 
any  candidate  in  that  race,  she  would  not 
have  run.  “I  didn’t  plan  since  I  was  seven 
to  be  governor  of  this  state,”  she  has  said, 

“and  I  didn’t  learn  from  the  system.” 

She  says  that  she  could  not  have  let  that 
election  “go  by  default  I  don’t  care  how 
many  people  tell  me  —  and  many  have  told 
me,  you  know,  be  realistic,  this  isn’t  the 
way  to  go  about  it,  bide  your  time,  take  a 


quieter  step,  take  a  State  Senate  seat,  you 
know,  work  up,  work  up.  But  to  me  the 
political  realities  were  the  real  mess  we  were 
in,  with  no  challenge,  with  the  governor¬ 
ship  position  going  by  default  to  the  same 
group  that  has  dominated  the  thing.” 

I  noted  with  some  interest  that  Farent¬ 
hold  seems  concerned  that  she  not  take  on 
a  “Messiah”  image  in  the  public  eyes,  em 
image  she  certainly  could  cultivate  if  she 
chose  to,  despite  her  lack  of  charismatic 
pazazz.  At  least  twice  during  the  interview, 
she  warned,  “Now,  I’m  not  saying  that  I’m 
infallible,  I  have  a  lot  to  learn.”  She  strikes 
one  as  person  of  extraordinary  intelligence, 
a  quality  which  many  politicians,  whether 
intentionaUy  or  not,  do  not  readily  exhibit. 
Her  publicity  campaign  is  modest  —  no  slick 
advertising  agency,  no  flashy  billboards 
(she  doesn’t  believe  in  billboards  from  an 
environmental  standpoint).  Some  of  her 
campaign  literature  looks  as  though  it  were 
laid  out  by  volunteer  freshmen  art  students. 
Her  bumper  sticker  designs  leave  much  to 
be  desired,  although  driving  around  Houston, 
one  sees  far  more  of  those  green  and  white 
“Farenthold”  stickers  lhan  any  of  the 
others. 

But  probably  because  she’s  the  first  fe¬ 
male  gubernatorial  candidate  since  Ma 
Ferguson,  Sissy  has  cau^t  the  imagination 
of  the  news  media  and  is  getting  an  excellent 
press. 


Despite  at  least  the  Houston  Chronicle’s 
pro-Barnes  stance,  botti  dailies  have  devoid 
ed  considerable  copy  to  one  of  Farenthold’s 
favorite  activities:  dart>throwing,  with  Ben’s 
pocket  book  as  the  bull’s  eye. 

“How  can  a  msin  who  has  a  gross  income 
of  $4,800  a  year,  and  not  spend  his  gross 
income  in  public  office  for  11  years,  amass 
the  fortune  that  he  has?”  she  asks,  “And 
the  extent  of  that  fortune  is  very  much  a 
matter  of  question.” 

Farenthold  claims  that  Bame’s  financial 
activities  over  the  years  constitutes  th©-ol.Zv 
“merging  of  public  and  private  interest.” 


ed  in  an  authoritative  article  on  Barnes  and 
his  intimate  financial  connections  with  con¬ 
tractor  Herman  Bennett  in  the  March  3, 
1972,  issue  of  the  Texas  Observer.  The 
article,  written  by  Ronnie  Dugger,  also 
touches  on  the  questionable  connection  be¬ 
tween  the  lieutenant  governor  and  the  so- 
called  Sharp  banking  bills,  another  point 
that  Farenthold  has  frequently  discussed.) 

Some  elected  officials,  including  Barnes 
himself,  wiU  openly  state  that  they  see  noth- 
mg  peculiar  in  politicians  taking  advantage 
of  the  business  opportunities  offered  them. 
Farenthold  flatly  declares  that  this  soA  ot 
activity  can  not  be  tolerated  under  any 
circumstances. 

I  feel  and  to  some  people  my  positions 
are  radical  if  public  officials  are  in  the 
position  to  tax,  to  regulate,  that  the  least 
they  can  be  is  completely  above  board,  and 
not  have  any  interests.  Because  you  know 
it’s  not  fair  to  the  electorate.  It  means  you 
have  one  standard  for  the  electorate,  which 
is  to  abide  by  the  law,  suffer  the  taxation 
or  the  regulation,  and  to  have  those  very 
officials  profit  by  their  special  positions. 

It’s  not  ri^t.  And  this  is  important,  I  think 
that’s  why  there’s  a  people’s  revolt  now, 
and  I  think  it’s  crossed  those  so-called 
txaditional  lines.”  .  ...  A 


Aprd  6-12,  1972  :  1 


I  WANT  WHAT  I  WANT,  fto- 
duced  by  lUmond  StroH.  Di- 


Breadbasket 
Chief  TriesTo 
onTidaet 


by  Kim  Lowry 

Local  Operation  Breadbasket 
director  Russell  Hayes,  a  long¬ 
time  campaigner  for  black  con¬ 
trol  of  black  communities,  filed 
a  suit  in  federal  district  court 
Thursday,  March  30,  in  an 
attempt  to  get  his  name  placed 
on  the  May  6  Democratic  Pri- 
mlry  ballot. 

Hayes,  39,  is  trying  to  run  for 
the  Democratic  nomination  for 
state  representative  in  District 
81,  but  a  successful  suit  brought 
by  Woody  Denson,  a  District  81 
candidate,  removed  Hayes’  name 
from  the  ballot.  The  suit  was 
based  upon  Hayes’  felony  con¬ 
viction  several  years  ago  for  pre¬ 
paring  and  submitting  false  in¬ 
come  tax  returns.  He  is  currently 
attempting  to  appeal  that  con¬ 
viction  in  federal  court. 

Hayes  now  contends  that  Bill 
Williams,  chairman  of  the  Harris 
County  Democratic  Committee 
and  a  defendant  in  the  current 
suit,  removed  the  names  of  black 
convicted  felons  from  the  prim¬ 
ary  ballot,  while  state  officials 
are  permitting  the  names  of 
white  convicted  felons  in  other 
counties  to  be  placed  on  primary 
ballots.  The  two  cases  in  point 
are  Gus  Mutscher  and  Tommy 
Shannon,  both  state  represent¬ 
atives  recently  convicted  of 
felonies:  their  names  are  on  the 
ballots  in  their  districts. 

In  talking  with  Hayes,  we 
learned  the  history  of  his  fdony 
cppviction  and  his  activities 
since  then. 

In  1954,  Hayes  was  released 
from  the  armed  services,  and 
was  granted  two  honorable  dis- 
chai^s.  Before  that,  he  had  serv¬ 
ed  as  assistant  professor  of 
military  sciences  at  Prairie  View 
A&M.  After  his  discharge,  Hayes 
said,  he  applied  to  Texas  A  &  I, 
a  school  Improved  for  veterans, 
but  was  ii^ormed  that  the 
school  was  Improved  for  whites 
only.  Hayes  then  charged  that 
the  veterans’  certificates  should 
be  revoked.  In  the  mid-fifties,  of 
course,  the  integration  issue  was 
highly  controversial,  and  Hayes’ 
•  oiMlenge  caused  tempers  to  rise 
and  dieted  much  publicity. 

The  semester  following  Hayes’ 
attempt,  the  school  voluntarily 
integrate,  and  one  of  Hayes’ 
friends  was  the  first  black  to 
attend. 

At  the  su^estion  of  his  uncle, 
Riehard  Moore,  Hayes  came  to 
Houston  to  take  the  position  of 
advertising  and  circulation  man¬ 
ager  with  a  local  newspaper.  The 
Importer.  In  1955,  he  married 
and  established  himself  in  the 
Acres  Homes  community.  While 
in  other  parts  of  the  South  the 


Montgomery  bus  boycott  was 
developing  and  Dr.  Martin 
Luther  King  was  coming  into 
prominence  as  a  civil  rights  lead¬ 
er.  Hayes  became,  involved  as  a 
civil  leader  in  Acre  Homes. 
Hayes  said  he  wanted  to  re¬ 
establish  the  housing  project  as 
an  all  black  municipality,  charg¬ 
ing  that  while  Acres  Homes  re¬ 
ceived  no  city  services,  its 
residents  were  compelled  to  pay 
taxes  to  the  city.  Hayes  noted 
that  virtually  all  the  businesses 
in  the  community  from  grocery 
stores  to  apartments  were  own¬ 
ed  by  people  outside  the  com¬ 
munity. 

Hayes  petitioned  the  Harris 
County  judge  for  an  election  on 
a  water  redistricting  issue,  but 
the  election  failed,  largely, 
Hayes  said,  because  men  came 
into  the  project  before  the 
election  and  bribed  the  people 
with  pots,  pans,  roasters  and 
other  gifts.  After  this  defeat, 
Hayes  said  he  felt  he  had  to 
back  up  a  little  and  engage  in 
community  education. 

During  this  time,  Hayes  work¬ 
ed  with  The  Reporter  and  also 
had  an  income  tax  business.  He 
said  that  since  he  hadn’t  time  to 
collect  each  individual’s  tax 
figures,  he  hired  a  solicitor.  It 
was  customary  in  poor  commun¬ 
ities,  he  said,  to  let  the  people 
pay  him  for  his  services  when 
they  were  able. 

Each  client  gave  Hayes’  solicit¬ 
or  his  income  tax  information 
and  signed  it,  with  the  under¬ 
standing  that  all  the  information 
was  correct.  Hayes  said  he  had 
no  reason  to  doubt  the  in¬ 
formation,  nor  was  it  required 
of  him  to  actually  see  the  people 
whose  forms  he  was  filling  out. 

In  keeping  with  the  practice 
of  sending  individual  checks  in 
to  the  Internal  Revenue  Service 
in  the  name  of  the  business  hand¬ 
ling  them,  Hayes  said  he  sent  the 
returns  in  one  envelope. 

In  May  of  1957,  the  IRS 
office  in  Austin  asked  for  an 
investigation  of  Hayes,  led  by 
Dan  Goodykuntz.  Goodykuntz 
filed  a  complaint  charging  that 
the  checks  were  stolen,  a  charge 
constituting  a  felony.  (The 
charge  was  never  that  Hayes  had 
cashed  tiie  checks,  but  that  he 
supposedly  intended  to.)  Hayes 
said  that  Goodykuntz  put  Ihe 
checks  in  Hayes’  mailbox,  while 
16  investigators  awaited  his  re¬ 
turn  home  from  work.  When  he 
arrived,  he  said  he  took  the 
checks  out  of  the  mailbox,  laid 
Ihem  down  in  his  living  room 
and  did  not  look  at  them  at  this 
time.  A  few  moments  after  he 
left  his  living  room,  Hayes  said, 
he  heard  a  commotion  and  re¬ 


turned  to  find  16  white  men 
scattered  throughout  the  house. 

.  With,  drawn  guns,  Hayes  said, 
the  men  attempted  to  get  him  to 
sign  a  confession.  He  was  then 
jailed  and  indicted.  His  case  was 
moved  to  Corpus  Christie.  He 
said  that  he  was  unable  to  retain 
the  lawyer  of  his  choice,  so  he 
quickly  picked  another,  Carl 
Williams,  and  paid  him. 

The  case  was  then  brou^t 
before  District  Judge  Allan 
Hanny,  who  ordered  Hayes 
committed  to  the  federal  prison 
hospital  in  Springfield.  At  this 
time,  Hayes  discovered  that 
Williams  was  not  licensed  to 
practice  before  a  federal  court. 
Nonetheless,  Williams  was  able 
to  successfully  file  for  a  release 
for  his  client. 

Hayes  was  arraigned  in  Jan¬ 
uary  of  1958,  at  which  time 
Williams  told  him  he  now  could 
represent  him  in  federal  court. 
However,  when  Hayes  was  to  go 
on  trial,  Williams  left  and  told 
Hayes  he  would  return,  telling 
him  to  plead  not  guilty. 

Represented  unofficially  by  a 
court  appointed  attorney,  the 
then  22-year-old  Hayes  was  con¬ 
victed  and  sentenced  to  six 
years.  He  said  that  due  to  his 
ignorance  of  court  proceedings, 
he  was  taken  advantage  of 
several  times. 

For  the  next  three  years, 
Hayes  was  moved  around  to 
different  federal  prisons.  Finally, 
in  1961,  he  won  a  reversal  and 
was  granted  a  new  hearing.  He 
said  that  before  he  was  released 
from  prison,  officials  claimed 
that  he  was  mentally  disturbed 
and  sent  him  to  the  Springfield 
hospital  for  psyciatric  observa¬ 
tion.  Pleading  the  Fifth  Amend¬ 
ment,  Hayes  refused  to  answer 
questions  there.  He  was  released 
at  last  in  1961. 

Having  earned  nearly  two 
years  of  good  behavior  time, 
Hayes  enrolled  at  Texas  A  &  I, 
but  federal  marshalls  seized  him 
and  sent  him  on  another  tour 
of  various  prisons.  They  claimed 
he  had  violated  his  good  be¬ 
havior  time  and  would  have  to 
start  all  over. 

He  was  again  released  in  1963, 
after  the  Fifth  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  granted  him  a  new  hear¬ 
ing.  In  all  cases  in  which  the 
courts  had  denied  his  petitions, 
the  groimds  were  procedural  and 
were  not  based  on  the  merits  of 
his  case. 

Recently,  when  Hayes  attemp¬ 
ted  to  register  to  vote,  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  whether  he  can  claim  the 
r^ts  of  a  U.S.  citizen  was 
brought  before  the  courts.  Odd¬ 
ly  enough,  such  a  question  has 
not  arisen  in  certain  similar 
cases,  like  that  of  former  Texas 
House  speaker  Gus  Mutscher. 

So,  despite  an  order  issued  by 
District  Judge  Paul  Pressler  that 
Hayes  stop  trying  to  get  his 
name  on  the  ballot,  the  black 
activist  is  continuing  to  exhaust 
the  legal  channels  available  to 
him.  Pressler  advised  Hayes’ 
current  attorney  Craig  Washing¬ 
ton  that  the  decision  would  hold, 
unless  changed  by  Hayes’  federal 
appeal,  executive  pardon  or  legal 
briefs  submitted  in  the  future  by 
either  side  in  the  Denson  suit. 
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Libs 

Choose 

Sate 

by  Donna  Straley 

The  Harris  County  Democrats 
(HCD)  met  in  a  quarterly  general 
caucus  on  Monday,  March  27,  at 
the  Rice  Hotel  to  undertake  the 
task  of  officially  endorsing  can¬ 
didates  from  this  year’s  crop  of 
election  contenders. 

HCD  is  a  relatively  liberal 
coalition  organization  and  has 
no  formal  relationship  with  the 
more  conservative  Harris  County 
Democratic  Party  structure. 

Ralph  Yarborough,  traditional 
darling  of  Texas  liberals,  was 
there  to  acknowledge  the  group’s 
endorsement  in  his  bid  to  re¬ 
claim  the  Senate  seat  he  lost  two 
years  ago  in  the  Democratic 
primary  to  Lloyd  Bentsen.  If  he 
can  make  it  through  the  May  6 
primary  this  time  around,  he’ll 
be  entering  the  formidable  ring 
of  political  combat  with  staunch 
Republican  incumbent  John 
Tower. 

Yarborou^’s  reception  by 
the  approximately  2,000  Demo¬ 
crats  present  took  on  the  air  of 
an  old-time  revival.  Accompanied 
by  frequent  shouts  of  approval 
from  his  adoring  followers. 
Brother  Ralph  almost  tearfuUy 
told  of  how  all  the  cards  are 
stacked  against  him  what  with 
Big  Bad  John  Tower  getting  the 
financial  backing  of  all  those 
wealthy  special  interest  groups 
up  in  Wa^ington.  All  he  has  to 
get  him  elected,  he  sai*,  is  the 
support  of  “my  friends  down 
here  in  Texas.” 

Rep.  Frances  Farenthold  of 
Corpus  Christie  won  what  turn¬ 
ed  out  to  be  the  most  enthusias¬ 
tic  and  least  controversial  endor¬ 
sement  of  the  evening. 

The  dual  endorsement  of 
Curtis  Graves  and  Barbara  Jor¬ 
don  for  the  U.S.  congressional 
post  from  the  newly  created 
18th  District  was  a  different 
matter  all  together.  Both  Graves 
and  Jordon  delivered  dramatic 
appeals  for  a  single  more  de¬ 
cisive  endorsement  for  each  of 
their  respective  selves.  State  Sen. 
Jordon’s  past  poUtical  liasons 
with  the  Lyndon  Johnson  Pres¬ 
ton  Smith  Ben  Barnes  trio  be¬ 
came  the  topic  of  a  heated 
discussion  that  culminated  in  an 
emotional  demand  from  a  fe¬ 
male  participant  that  Jordon 
publically  declare  the  identity  of 
the  candidate  she  is  supporting 
in  the  governor’s  race. 

At  first,  Jordon  refused,  stat¬ 
ing  that  she  is  only  running  in  — 
and  therefore  only  involved  in  — 


lO  :  SPACE  CITY! 


frfioto  by  lYiome  Dreyer 


Gertrude  Barnstone 


one  race  which,  quite  expectedly, 
elicited  a  barrage  of  cat-calls  and 
thumbsdown  from  various  Demo¬ 
crats.  Spurred  on  by  the  appar¬ 
ent  “falling  out  of  favor”  of  his 
opponent.  State  Rep.  Graves 
snatched  the  microphone  just 
long  enou^  to  loudly  and 
demonstratively  proclaim  his  al¬ 
ready  well-known  support  of 
Sissy  Farenthold,  the  over¬ 
whelming  favorite  of  the  crowd. 

In  what  appeared  to  be  a  las1> 
ditch  effort  Sen.  Jordon  rather 
passively  announced  that  she 
had  always  backed  the  candid¬ 
ates  endorsed  by  the  Harris 
County  Democrats;  and,  since 
Rep.  Farenthold  was  the  obvious 
choice  of  the  caucus,  said  Jor¬ 
don,  she  would  in  turn  pledge 
her  support. 

Furfeer  discourse  was  brought 
to  a  halt  by  a  call  for  a  general 
vote,  which  resulted  in  the  dual 
endorsement  that  had  been  prev¬ 
iously  suggested  by  the  HCD 
steering  committee  in  their  at¬ 
tempt  to  avoid  having  to  make  a 
controversial  decision.  , 

Other  endorsements  included 
Joe  Christie  of  El  Paso  for  Lt. 
Governor;  Ron  Waters  for  the 
office  of  State  Representative 
from  District  79;  Gertrude  Bam- 
stone  for  State  Senate,  District 
15;  Ben  Reyes  for  State  Rep¬ 
resentative  from  District  87 
(this  particular  race  seems  to 
have  split  the  Chicano  commun¬ 
ity  between  Reyes  and  Richard 
P.  Holguin  who  is  running  for 
the  same  post);  Mickey  Leland 
from  District  88;  Tom  Bass  for 
County  Commissioner,  Pet.  1 
and  Jack  Heard  for  the  office  of 
sheriff  over  encumbent ,  Buster 
Kem. 

It  was  repeatedly  demonstrat¬ 
ed  throughout  the  course  of  the 
evening  that  the  most  politically 
disastrous  thing  that  could  be 
said  about  any  candidate  —  at 
least  as  far  as  this  particular 
collection  of  Democrats  was 
concerned  —  was  that  he  or  she 
had  had  past  close  relations  with 
Preston  Smith  and  Ben  Barnes. 
Since  the  Harris  County  Demo¬ 
crats  are  a  comparatively  liberal 
organization,  they  are  probably 
not  indicative  of  the  political 
leanings  of  Democrats  across  the 
state. 

It  would  be  nice  if  they  were, 
however  —  the  Bobsey  twins 
from  Austin  might  be  in  for  a 
few  surprises  come  May  6th. 

(Straley  works  on  the  KPFT 
radio  news  staff). 
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Despite  efforts  to  stay  in  the 
growing  flood  of  controversy  sur¬ 
rounding  the  Pan  American 
University  in  Edinburg,  the  dam 
burst  Thursday,  March  5,  when 
the  South  Texas  college’s  two 
top  scoring  basketball  players 
were  indicted  by  the  Hidalgo 
County  grand  jury  for  forcible 
rape. 

The  school’s  pride  and  joy  is 
the  athletic  department.  While 
the  Arts  and  Sciences  funding 
may  be  a  bit  anemic,  the  ath¬ 
letic  budget  is  robust.  One  of 
President  Ralph  Schilling’s  favor¬ 
ite  themes  is  the  necessity  of 
having  winning  baseball  and 
basketball  teams  in  order  to 
secure  more  state  financing. 

Coaches  for  the  university 
travel  as  far  north  as  Canada  to 
scout  boys  for  their  team.  Over 
the  years  they  have  recruited  a 
large  number  of  outstanding 
black  athletes.  And  the  president 
of  the  university  recently  show 
ed  how  far  the  administration 
is  willing  to  go  to  protect  its 
athletes. 

Rumors  have  been  circulating 
around  the  campus  for  months 

rumors  of  a  series  of  rapes  in 
dormitory  rooms,  of  a  police  in¬ 
vestigation  hindered  by  school 
officials,  of  recruiters  showing 
prospective  black  athletes  a  photo 
album  of  black  players  making  it 
with  an^o  and  chicano  coeds. 

For  months  nothing  had  been 
proven,  nothing  had  even  been 
investigated,  by  either  the  univer¬ 
sity  or  the  police.  Then  on 
March  5,  Reese  Stovall  of  San 
Antonio  and  Leo  Tolin  of 
Detroit  were  indicted  by  the 
Hidalgo  County  grand  jury 
following  two  days  of  testimony. 
Stovall  and  Tolin  were  charged 
with  forcible  rape.  Tolin  was 
also  charged  with  assault  with 
intent  to  commit  rape.  Both 
players  are  married  and  live  off 
campus  with  their  wives. 

Schilling’s  first  step  weis  to 
call  a  news  conference.  Schilling, 
a  former  pro  for  the  Weishington 
Redskins,  took  personal  charge 
of  the  conference.  “1  want  it 
emphasized  that  these  cases 
went  before  the  grand  jury  on 
orders  of  the  president  of  the 
university,”  he  said.  Several 
times  he  claimed  that  on  Feb.  22, 
he  had  “ordered”  the  cases 
taken  before  the  grand  jury.  * 

Bob  Boyd,  San  Antonio  Ex¬ 
press  reporter,  described  the 
press  conference  in  the  March  31 
issue  of  the  Texas  Observer: 

It  was  a  rambling,  confusing 
speech.  Schilling  referred  six  tin- 
os  to  the  Catholic  Church,  once 
to  the  Methodist  Church  and 
once  to  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
each  time  comparing  the  relative 
safety  of  these  institutions  and 
the  Pan  Am  campus. 
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ThePlans 
for  San  Diego 


by  Rick  Fine 

When  War  Resisters  League 
chairman  Igal  Roodenko  passed 
through  Houston  recently,  he 
likened  the  direction  of  the 
peace  movement  to  that  of  a 
bunch  of  stockbrokers  —  hoping 
to  invest  a  few  picket  lines  in 
return  for  The  Revolution. 

When  the  Republican  National 
Convention  takes  place  August 
21-24,  the  San  Diego  Convention 
Coalition  (SDCC)  hopes  to 
fhnngp  that  direction  and  put 
the  movement  back  on  its  feet. 

Towards  this  goal,  SDCC  re¬ 
cently  sponsored  a  Western  Reg¬ 
ional  Conference  in  Santa 
Barbara,  Calif.  The  conference 
was  originally  scheduled  to  meet 
on  the  University  of  California 
at  Santa  Barbara  campus.  Three 
days  before  the  opening  session, 
the  university  cancelled  all  facil¬ 
ities  under  direct  pressure  from 
Gov.  Ronald  Reagan.  The  next 
day,  two  area  churches  cancelled 
their  sleeping  facilities  after  re¬ 
ceiving  phone  calls  from  the 
university.  The  bulk  of  pressure 
being  applied  so  early  in  the 
game  indicates  how  strongly  the 
GOP  wants  to  put  a  damper  on 
the  demonstrations.  It  further 
shows  the  need  to  build  com¬ 


munities  where  resources  and 
facilities  are  freely  available,  and 
the  services  and  institutions  re¬ 
flect  the  needs  of  the  people. 
Consequently,  the  conference 
was  moved  to  a  Community 
Union  building. 

Both  the  conference  and  the 
SDCC  itself  were  dominated  by 
white  radicals.  Accordingly,  Nix¬ 
on  and  the  San  Diego  police  are 
playing  it  cpol  in  fear  of  “an¬ 
other  Chicago.”  Hoping  to  avoid 
a  messy  confrontation,  the  GOP 
is  working  to  encourage  a  bland 
counter-culture  festival  with 
strictly  young  white  radicals 
attending  —  a  “political  Wood- 
stock.”  Instead  of  a  defeat  for 
Nixon,  San  Diego  would  boomer¬ 
ang  into  a  tacit  victory  for  him 
(“I  prevented  bloodshed.  The 
Democrats  couldn’t”). 

Yet  Nixon  can  win  only  if  the 
peace  movement  remains  isolat¬ 
ed  from  the  struggles  of  oppress¬ 
ed  people  of  America.  The 
“politick  Woodstock”  is  a  trap 
designed  to  continue  that  isola¬ 
tion  at  Nixon’s  most  vulnerable 
moment. 

To  avoid  that  trap,  the  SDCC 
conference  moved  to  diversify 
the  August  demonstrations  by 
allying  with  absent  constituen-^ 
cies,  such  as  blacks,  browns, 
women,  workers  and  unemploy¬ 
ed.  For  this  reason,  the  con¬ 
ference  adopted  the  following 
statement: 

77ie  Santa  Barbara  conference 
of  the  San  Diego  Convention 
Coalition  supports  and  considers 
as  a  basis  for  alliance; 

1)  an  end  to  Nixon’s  policies 
of  political,  economic,  racial  and 
sexual  oppression.  • 

2)  opposition  to  white  “leader¬ 
ship”  in  Third  World  communit¬ 
ies; 

3)  an  immediate  end  to  U.S. 
aggression  and  involvement  iii 
Indochina  and  support  of  the 
PRC  7-point  Plan  for  Peace,  in 
Vietnam  .... 

4J  opposition  to  U.S.  inter¬ 
ference  in  the  internal  affairs. of 
foreign  countries. 

5)  that  the  demonstrations  we 
plan  for  August  should  not  be 
violent. 

6)  that  no  party  or  president¬ 
ial  candidate  will  be  pushed 
through  use  of  slogans  or  the 
speaker’s  platform  in  the  demon¬ 
strations.  In  addition,  the 
Alliance  docs  not  support  any 
presidential  candidate. 

Such  an  alliance,  an  united 
front  against  Nixon,  could  have 
the  same  explosive  impact  on 
political  consciousness  as  did  the 
united  front  against  racism  in 
the  famous  1963  March  on 
Washington. 

The  united  front  '  against 
Nixon  has  already  begun  to 
develop.  In  1970,  organized 
groups  of  unemployed  .".erospace 


Fingerprints  For  Six  Year  Olds? 

WASHINGTON  (LNS)  -  The 
Senate  Finance  Committee 
approved  a  plan  in  the  beginning 
of  March  that  would  require 
every  child  in  the  country  to  be 
assigned  a  Social  Security  num¬ 
ber  when  he  or  she  enters  the 
first  grade,  beginning  in  197 4_. 

The  Finance  Committee  is 
studying  a  plan  that  would  make 
fingerprinting  mandatory  for 
“older”  persons  who  apply  for 
cards  but  “voluntary”  for  six 
year  old  children  receiving  cards 
for  the  first  time. 

An  objective  of  the  plan,, 
according  to  Committee  Chair¬ 
man  Russell '  Long,  is  to  block 
poor  people  from  obtaining 
multiple  cards  with  different 
names  in  order  to  use  them  to 
collect  several  different  welfare 
checks. 

Police  Trained  in  San  Diego 

The  City  of  San  Diego  is  pay¬ 
ing  a  sociologist  and  a  psycholo¬ 
gist  to  train  city  police  for  the 
“unusual  stresses  and  demands” 
tiiey  may  face  during  the 
Republican  Nation^  Convention, 
according  to  the  Associated 
Press. 

“If  there  is  an  understanding 
of  the  socio-economic  factors 
that  motivate  people  to  dissent, 
the  officers  confronted  by  a 
demonstration  will  be  much  less 
likely  to  react  in  an  aggressive 
manner,”  said  John  Lockwood, 
an  assistant  to  the  city  manager. 
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woriceis  joined  white  radicals  in 
San  Jose  where  Nixon’s  car  was 
stoned.  Also  in  1970,  antiwar 
activists  and  construction  work¬ 
ers  threw  rocks  and  snowballs  at 
Nixon  side  by  side  in  Des  Moines, 
Iowa.  Over  the  past  two  years, 
labor  unions  have  endorsed  sev¬ 
eral  national  antiwar  rallies  and 
mobilized  their  members.  At  the 
peak  of  the  big  white  peace 
marches,  Chicanos  in  Los  Angel¬ 
es  held  their  own  Moratorium 
against  the  Vietnam  War.  Black 
people,  who  have  often  sou^t 
to  escape  their  isolation  through 
united  fronts,  are  using  this 
strategy  in  the  defense  of  Angela 
Davis. 

Even  more  recently,  the  wide- 
ranged  People’s  Coalition  for 
Peace  and  Justice,  sponsors  of 
Mayday,  endorsed  the  San  Diego 
demonstrations.  And  Cesar 
Chavez  has  annoimced  that  the 
United  Farm  Workers  Oiganiz- 
mg  Committee  will  bring  25,000 
supporters  to  San  Diego. 

San  Diego  thus  may  become  a 
focal  point  for  overcoming  racial 
anrt  class  divisions.  And  the 
virtues  of  the  united  front 
diould  last  after  August.  Unlike 
past  demonsttations,  local  organ¬ 
izing  is  intended  to  continue  be¬ 
yond  the  action,  not  merely  to 
serve  that  particular  action.  For 
the  first  time,  a  national  action 
has  been  called  by  the  com¬ 
munity  where  that  action  will 
take  place. 

Exactly  what  will  take  place 
in  the  streets  remains  to  be  seen. 


Essentially,  the  strategy  hinges 
on  the  miJce-up  of  the  particip¬ 
ants.  In  .addition  to  demon¬ 
strations,  SDCC  is  planning  Ex¬ 
pose  ‘72,  a  humanized  Peoples’, 
Worid  Fair,  to  tell  the  stories  of 
the  victims  of  injustice  and  their 
struggles,  the  institutions  and 
ideas  which  perpetuate  this  in¬ 
justice  and  some  visionary  and 
practical  alternatives  of  the  pro¬ 
blems  we  face. 

Ironically,  the  San  Diego 
city  government  is  negotiating 
smoothly  over  land  sites  and 
permits.  SDCC  is  workir^  with 
a  group  of  city  planners,  archit- 
ets  and  designers  from  around 
the  country  to  develop  the  land 
site  into  a  life-support  system  in 
August.  The  organization  hopes 
to  make  improvements  on  the 
land  that  will  bolster  morale 
during  August,  and  that  will  be 
of  use  to  the  people  of  San 
Diego  long  after  August. 

Further  details  will  be  forth¬ 
coming  as  the  convention  nears. 
A  Texas-Oklahoma  regional  con¬ 
ference  is  in  the  works  for  the 
near  future.  If  you  are  interested 
in  San  Diego,  call  the  People’s 
Coalition  for  Peace  emd  Justice 
at  227-1646,  or  come  by  the 
Peace  Center  at  2405  San 
Jacinto  no.203. 

Seize  the  time!  On  to  San 
Diego! 

(Fine  attended  the  SDCC  .con¬ 
ference  in  Santa  Barbara  for 
Space  City!  and  the  local 
chapter  of  the  People’s  Coalition 
for  Peace  and  Justice.) 


Edinburg  Rape 
oont.  firom  17 

“I’d.  remind  you  all  of  a  case 
of  attempted  rape  in  a  Catholic 
Church  a  few  years  ago,”  Schill¬ 
ing  said.  “^I’d  also  like  to  remind 
you  that  Efrain  Fernandez  was 
indicted  by  a  grand  jury  and 
found  not  guilty.  This  campus 
has  always  been  safe.  Something 
like  this  can  happen  any  place. 
It  can  happen  in  a  Catholic 
Church.  ”  (The  Catholic  Church 
was  none  too  happy  about  being 
dragged  into  the  scandaL  Schill¬ 
ing  subsequently  issued  a  public 
apology  for  his  statement.) 

Edinburg  Police  Chief  A.  C. 
Gonzalez  revealed  on  March  19 
that  his  department  had  initiated 
investigations  into  the  rape 
rumors  back  in  November  and 
that  Pan  American  officials  had 
hindered  the  investigation.  “We 
have  every  indication  that  the 
administrators  knew  about  the 
rapes  being  committed  on  camp¬ 
us  and  withheld  that  inform¬ 
ation  from  the  proper  author¬ 
ities,”  Gonzales  said. 

According  to  Gonzales  at  least 
six  and  possibly  more  rapes  were 
committed  against  Pan  American 
coeds  firom  the  fall  of  1969 
tfarou^  January  of  ttiis  year. 
The  chief  said  that  several  of  the 
women  reported  they  had  been 
lured  into  dorm  rooms  and  had 
been  raped  by  two  or  more  men. 

“The  reason  these  giris  didn’t 
come  forward  immediately  is  be¬ 
cause  they  were  scared,”  Gon¬ 
zalez  said,  “Scared  of  their  par¬ 
ents’  reaction  scared  that  they 
might  have  to  drop  out  of 
schorf.” 

Bob  Boyd  interviewed  several 


Pan  American  students  after 
Stovall  and  Tolin  were  indicted. 

He  reported  that  out  of  the  first 
dozen  students  approached, 
“only  one  said  she  had  not  heard’ 
the  rumors  of  rapes  on  campus 
and  the  lewd  pictures  involving 
black  athletes  and  anglo  and 
chicano  women.  Most  said  the 
rumors  had  been  circulating  as 
far  back  as  October.” 

Six  women  said  that  on  Jan. 

18,  one  day  after  the  rape  for 
which  the  two  players  are  charg¬ 
ed,  the  dean  of  women,  Bonnie 
Bowers,  called  a  dormitory  meet¬ 
ing.  She  is  supposed  to  have  said 
that  she  knew  a  rape  had  occur¬ 
red  in  the  men’s  dorm  and  that 
she  wanted  the  victim  to  come 
forward  so  that  she  might  be 
helped.  The  coeds  said  the  dean 
advised  all  women  students  to 
travel  in  groups  at  night  on 
campus  and  to  take  every 
possible  precaution  for  their 
personal  safety. 

President  Shilling  did  not  ask 
for  an  investigation  for  another 
month. 

When  Dean  Bowers  was  con¬ 
tacted  by  Boyd  she  said,  “I  don’t 
want  to  get  involved  in  this  mess. 
I’m  not  going  to  say  anythii^. 
She  added,  “I  did  not  say  1  knew 
a  rape  occurred.” 

The  rumors  of  the  rapes  were 
not  reported  to  the  police  but 
were  investigated  through  the 
university  studenWaculty  dis¬ 
ciplinary  committee. 

Students  at  the  university  said 
the  disciplinary  committee  stall¬ 
ed  and  students  on  the  com¬ 
mittee  finally  resorted  to  leaking 
information  to  the  police. 

Gonzalez  expects  more  arrests  . 
will  be  made  soon. 
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